60            CAUSES  OF   THE   NIPAL  WAIl,

and the politics of the court, generally, will be
better understood from what we shall presently
have to relate: we shall first state briefly the
nature and origin of the dispxites which ultimately
brought on the war.

The whole range of hills is skirted along its
southern base by a magnificent forest, chidfly of
Sal trees, (Shorea robusta). The timber is tiseful
in ship-building, though far inferior to the teak of
Malabar, and of the Burman empire. The boats,
however, which navigate the upper Gang'es, and
the beams and rafters for building throughout
Hindoostan, even down to Calcutta, arc almost
exclusively made of it- The forest therefore is
valuable* ; it abounds in elephants, which are
chiefly prized for their teeth, the animals being
less fit for carriage, and in other respects greatly
inferior to what are caught at Chittagong, Ceylon,
and in the countries nearer the Line, Beyond the
forest, towards Hindoostan, is an open plain, called
the Turaee or Tereeana, which is chiefly valuable
on account of the fine pasture it yields during
the months of April and May, when the periodical
hot winds entirely destroy the herbage of the more
southern regions. The bunjaree bullocks from
and even from the northern parts of the

* It fe a sftyiag of the Goorkhas, that overy tree is a mine
ofgoli